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Statement of the Afghanistan Civil and Democratic Forces Network
on the Fifth Anniversary of Taliban Rule

Five Years of Repression, Deprivation, and Crisis; Five Years of Afghanistan’s Distance from Freedom, Justice, and
Democracy. August 2021,15 (24 Asad 1400) marked a bitter and dark turning point in Afghanistan’s contemporary
history—the day the Taliban once again took control of the country and imposed their rule over the Afghan people.
This day did not merely signify the fall of a government; it symbolized Afghanistan’s regression from the path
of democracy, freedom, human rights, and equality among citizens toward authoritarianism, monopolization of
power, and extremism.

With the Taliban’s return to power, the achievements of the previous two decades in education, freedom of
expression, political participation, women'’s rights, civil society, and independent media were dismantled on an
unprecedented scale, depriving millions of Afghan citizens of their most basic rights and fundamental freedoms.

The past five years have been among the most difficult and darkest periods in Afghanistan's contemporary
history. Individual and social freedoms have been severely restricted; women and girls have been denied access
to education, employment, and participation in public life; state institutions, instead of being administered on
the basis of merit, have been placed in the hands of individuals lacking expertise and experience; hundreds
of independent media outlets have been shut down; and tens of thousands of intellectuals, professionals,
academics, and cultural figures have been forced to leave the country.

During this period, Afghanistan has once again become a breeding ground for terrorist and extremist groups,
while the country’s public sphere has been characterized by fear, repression, arbitrary arrests, widespread
restrictions, and persistent human rights violations. Thousands of cases of human rights abuses, discriminatory
treatment, suppression of civil liberties, and the systematic exclusion of various social, political, ethnic, and
religious groups have created an alarming picture of Afghanistan’s current situation.

Over the past five years, the Taliban have attempted to gain international legitimacy by pursuing contradictory
policies toward the international community. In practice, however, they have demonstrated no meaningful
commitment to the principles of human rights, women'’s rights, fundamental freedoms, or universally accepted
values. Nevertheless, some countries continue to pursue a policy of unilateral and unconditional engagement
with the Taliban—a policy that has not only failed to improve the situation of the Afghan people but has also
contributed to the normalization of widespread human rights violations.

The Afghanistan Civil and Democratic Forces Network, while emphasizing the responsibility of the international
community toward the people of Afghanistan, calls upon governments, international organizations, human rights
institutions, and all forces committed to freedom and democracy to undertake effective and responsible action. In
this regard, we emphasize the following:

1. The international community must use all available political, legal, and diplomatic means to compel the Taliban
to accept aninclusive political process, ensure the participation of all citizens, and respect the fundamental rights
of the people of Afghanistan.

@ Website Email Twitter
www.acdfn.com info@acdfn.com AfgCDFN




7PN AFGHANISTANS

ACDFM WAL AKD DOOCRATC FOSCES RETWORK.
o o 2if 3 e g St

£t i i o s i

2. Unilateral engagement with the Taliban without taking into account the demands and rights of the Afghan
people amounts to disregarding the fundamental principles of human rights and universal values and must not
be allowed to become a normalized and accepted practice.

3. The democratic countries of the world must not abandon the people of Afghanistan in the face of terrorism,
extremism, and widespread human rights violations. They must provide effective and sustained support to
Afghanistan’s democratic, civil, and freedom-seeking forces.

4. The international community must use all legitimate means at its disposal to prevent Afghanistan from
becoming a safe haven and organizational hub for international terrorist groups, as the continuation of this
situation will pose serious threats to regional and global security.

5. The Afghanistan Civil and Democratic Forces Network calls upon all national movements, prominent figures,
and influential forces to overcome their differences and work toward unity, convergence, and the formation of a
common voice in defense of national values, democracy, and citizens’ rights.

6. We call upon all Afghan citizens who believe in freedom, equality, democracy, human rights, freedom of
expression, and freedom of belief to strengthen solidarity, cooperation, and coordination among freedom-seeking
forces and thereby help create the conditions for the emergence of a national, inclusive, and democratic
alternative.

7. Afghanistan today lacks political and international legitimacy because the system governing the country is not
founded on public participation, the rule of law, or respect for citizens’ rights. The continuation of this situation will
lead to a worsening humanitarian crisis, mass migration, the spread of terrorism, the expansion of organized crime
networks, and Afghanistan’s further underdevelopment.

8. The absence of a legitimate and accountable government arising from the will of the people is one of the
greatest sources of suffering for the Afghan nation. The international community must not remain indifferent to
the suffering of the Afghan people or remove Afghanistan from its agenda. We therefore call upon the United
Nations, democratic governments, human rights institutions, independent media, and all responsible regional
and international actors to adopt coordinated and effective policies and support a process leading to the
establishment of a legitimate, inclusive, accountable government based on the will of the people. Otherwise,
the consequences of the continuation of the current situation—including the spread of terrorism, the worsening
migration crisis, and increasing insecurity and instability—will affect not only Afghanistan but also the region
and the wider world.

The Afghanistan Civil and Democratic Forces Network once again reaffirms its commitment to freedom,
democracy, justice, human rights, equality among citizens, and the rule of law. We firmly believe that Afghanistan's
future can only be secured through genuine public participation, respect for human dignity, and the establishment
of an inclusive, legitimate, and democratic political system.

Respectfully,
Afghanistan Civil and Democratic Forces Network
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